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• T or F? Standards are written by OPI employees 
in a secret basement room at the Holiday Inn in 
Helena.

• T or F? Standards are written for teachers to use 
to determine instructional activities.

• T or F? Checklists of standards are sufficient 
evidence of student learning.

• T or F? Standards are a new educational fad.

• T or F? 9th grade science teachers only need to 
know their content standards and ELE.



Standards 
Framework



Performance Rubric

A set of criteria describing 
students' performance, along a 
continuum from advanced to 

novice, that define how well they 
apply the knowledge and skills 

contained in the Essential 
Learning Expectations. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Standards-based definitions handout

Will be adding this definition for performance rubrics



Purpose of Pilot
 Test structure of draft performance rubrics
 What components of the rubric structure are easy to 

understand? What components are not clear?
 Examine content of draft performance rubrics
 Which rubrics/criteria adequately describe the level of 

student performance? What revisions do you suggest 
for rubrics that do not adequately describe student 
performance?

 Determine professional development 
requirements for implementation
 What would the professional development look like in 

order for teachers to have the best support to use the 
rubrics?



Rubric Formats

Generalized Holistic 

Task Specific Analytical 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use handout of rubric types – discuss benefits and drawbacks of the types 

Holistic Rubric = evaluate the whole
A holistic rubric asks the evaluator to examine the product or performance
as a whole; how well does it all work/fit together?
A holistic rubric usually has a narrow scoring scale (i.e., Level 1 to 4,
“Okay” to “Excellent”) and has multiple descriptors. It is limited in
providing precise feedback.
 Analytic Rubric = analyze the parts
An analytic rubric asks the evaluator to examine the parts. Each part, or
criteria, is described and scored separately. By evaluating each criteria
area, more specific feedback is provided.
A rubric can be designed with higher score values assigned to more
important criteria, allowing the scoring to be both narrow and broad. This
is referred to as weighting the rubric.




Descriptions of 
Expertise



Science 
 Performance Rubrics for Montana Science Content Standard 3: Benchmark 4 ELE D-F

Grade 9-12 



Technology 



Information Literacy/Library Media
Performance Rubrics for Montana LM Content Standard 1: Benchmark 1-3: Grade 4



Comprehensive Assessment System



Formative Assessment

Assessment FOR Learning
 Purpose: Provide ongoing feedback to improve learning

 Timing:  During the learning segment

(Burke, Kay.  Balanced Assessment:  From Formative to Summative. Bloomington, IN:  Solution Tree, 2010)



Types of Assessment
 Obtrusive:  interrupt the normal flow of instruction

 Unobtrusive:  do not interrupt the normal flow of 
instruction

 Student-generated:  students generate ideas about 
how they will demonstrate their current status

Marzano, Robert Formative Assessment and Standards-based Grading.  Bloomington, IN:  Solution Tree, 2010. pg 23-26



Describing and Reporting Student Performance



How did we do?

A  B  C  D  F



Standards-based Grading and 
Reporting

A standards-based report card or reporting tool must clearly 
describe what students are expected to know and be able to 
do.

A standards-based report card or reporting tool must clearly 
describe a student’s level of knowledge and performance of 
the standards.

Guskey, Thomas and Jane M. Bailey. Developing Standards-based Report Cards. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press, 2010.



“State clear expectations for work so that 
all teachers, students and parents know 
the criteria for quality and the 
requirements for earning a grade.”

Burke, Kay. From Standards to Rubrics in 6 Steps. Rev. Ed.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press, 2006.

Standards-based Grading and 
Reporting



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What does this tell me about what my child knows and is able to do?



Report Example: Grade 1

Novice:

• A. listen and retell 
problem or task with 
errors 

• B. retell few keywords
• C. listen and retell the 

topic omitting most 
details

• D.  listen to the steps 
needed to solve the 
problem or task with 
frequent  redirection

Nearing 
Proficiency:

• A. listen and retell 
problem or task with 
limited details

• B. retell some 
keywords

• C. listen and retell the 
topic with limited 
details

• D. listen to the steps 
needed to solve the 
problem or task with 
some redirection

Proficient:

• A. listen and retell 
problem or task

• B. retell keywords
• C. listen and retell the 

topic
• D. listen and retell the 

steps needed to solve 
the problem or task

Advanced:

• A. listen and retell 
problem or task with 
insight and detail

• B. retell keywords with 
enriched vocabulary

• C. listen and retell the 
topic with elaborate 
detail

• D. listen to and 
anticipate the steps 
needed to solve the 
problem or task

MT Science Standard 1:
Students, through the inquiry
process, demonstrate the ability
to design, conduct, evaluate, and
communicate results and
reasonable conclusions of
scientific investigations.

B. Write a testable 
question with teacher 
guidance

Assignment/Activity Task Criteria Score/Performance
Level

Oct 10 Question Words 
Activity

1. Accuracy-correct question 
words/punct./vocab highlighted
2. Completion-all question 
words/punct./vocab underlined

2/Nearing Proficient

Oct 12  Science 
Vocab/Question Activity

1. Accuracy-correct question 
words/punct./vocab highlighted
2. Completion-all question 
words/punct./vocab underlined

2/Nearing Proficient

Oct 14 Science Question
Activity

1. Accuracy-correct question 
words/punct./vocab highlighted
2. Completion-all question 
words/punct./vocab underlined

3/Proficient

Student Name: 

Resources to Help You Help Your Child:

www.big6.com
www.nsta.org
Etc.

Information Literacy 
Performance Criteria:

Novice:

•B. Student, 
struggles to 
generate 
appropriate  
questions 
with teacher 
guidance.

Nearing 
Proficiency:

•B. Student 
generates 
questions with 
teacher 
guidance that 
may or may 
not be 
testable. 

Proficient:

•B. Student 
generates a 
testable 
question with 
teacher 
guidance

Advanced:

•Student 
generates a 
testable 
question 
without 
teacher 
guidance.

Science Performance Criteria:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose is to communicate student achievement and progress on targeted Science and Information Literacy skills.

http://www.big6.com/�
http://www.nsta.org/�


IL-LM Standard 1: Students will identify the task and determine resources 
needed.

Criteria Not 
Yet (0)

Yes
(1)

A. I have identified the topic of the assignment: 
_______________________

B. I have restated the assignment in my own words: 
________________________________________

C. I have used the assigned vocabulary and search
words to describe the topic:
_____________________________________________

D. I have created a list of questions to guide me through 
the assignment: ________________________________

Formative Assessment:  Student-generated evidence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students can generate formative assessment data to help both the teacher/teacher-librarian and themselves to identify areas that the student must complete or that the student needs further instruction or assistance to complete successfully.  This type of formative assessment is done during the flow of work and does not intrude on the process.  Rather, it assists in keeping the student on track toward meeting the identified learning expectations.  The criteria must reflect the standards and grade level objectives identified for the unit of study or project and they should not be so extensive that students lose focus and the learning objectives become diluted.  Clear learning objectives translate into accurate measurement.



Performance-based Report:  2nd Quarter 2010-2011   
Student:  SUSIE Q.

10TH GRADE Academic
Achievement

Information 
Literacy Participation Citizenship

Communication 
Arts

NP

NP NP NP
Social Studies NP

Mathematics P

Science P

Performance Level Key:
Novice (N):  below the standard
Nearing Proficiency (NP): approaching the standard
Proficient (P):  meets the standards
Advanced (A): exceeds the standards

See Attached Summary of Standards for 2nd

Quarter

Reported Performance Areas:
Academic Achievement:  indicators of student 
knowledge within a subject area.
Information Literacy: description of student 
performance in effectively using and producing 
ideas and information.
Participation: behavioral indicators for the 
student’s interaction and engagement in the 
classroom.
Citizenship:  behavioral indicators for the 
student’s interaction within the school 
community.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Academic achievement may be reported with traditional letter grades on an end of term report card or using levels of performance defined by the standards.  According to Dr. Robert Marzano, Thomas Guskey and others, separate reporting of academic achievement and behavioral indicators more clearly communicates areas of strength and concern to the student, other educators, and parents.






Performance-based Report:  2nd Quarter 2010-2011   
Student:  Mike E.
Summary of Standards

Communication 
Arts 

Writing 5.7 identify the purpose, audience, and format in one's 
own writing
Writing  5.11 identify the owner of ideas and information
(Communication Arts: W=Writing)

Science 1 (Rationale): Students must understand the process of 
science—how information is gathered, evaluated and 
communicated to others.

Social Studies 1.1 identify and practice the steps of an inquiry process (i.e. … 
create a new product,…)

Technology 2.3 communicate the results of research and learning with others 
using digital tools

Info Literacy 2.6 Create a product that presents findings.
4.2 Identify the owner of ideas and information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Summary of Standards should be brief and targeted—NOT A LAUNDRY LIST!

Something to think about:  How is a standards-based report different from a traditional report card? 



Checklist:

Know the content standards and essential learning 
expectations.

Analyze standards to target information and 
technology literacy standards in all content areas.

Develop standards-based rubrics to assess student 
performance.

Provide examples of student work to illustrate 
performance levels.

Develop a standards-based reporting tool to 
communicate student learning with students and 
parents/guardians.





Selected Resources

Burke, Kay.  Balanced Assessment:  From Formative to Summative. Bloomington, IN:  
Solution Tree, 2010.

Burke, Kay.  From Standards to Rubrics in 6 Steps. rev. ed. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin 
Press, 2006.

Burke, Kay.  How to Assess Authentic Learning. 5th ed. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin 
Press, 2009.

Guskey, Thomas and Jane M. Bailey. Developing Standards-based Report Cards.
Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press, 2010.

Marzano, Robert Formative Assessment and Standards-based Grading.  Bloomington, 
IN:  Solution Tree, 2010.

Reeves, Douglas.  Elements of Grading:  A Guide to Effective Practice.  Bloomington, 
IN:  Solution Tree, 2011.



Terri Barclay
Early Grades Curriculum Specialist
tbarclay2@mt.gov

Colet Bartow
Library-Information Literacy 
Curriculum Specialist
cbartow@mt.gov

Kristen Crawford
Science Curriculum Specialist
kcrawford@mt.gov
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